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Abstract

To cultivate morally upright individuals, it is essential to establish an
education and training system grounded in ethics. The aim of this study was
to propose a practical ethics-based model for the formal and public education
system. This research employed a qualitative case study approach. Data
were collected using interviews and questionnaires, and analyzed through
thematic analysis with a grounded theory approach. The qualitative sample
(interviews) comprised 13 organizational and middle school administrators
in Golestan province, selected as case studies, while the quantitative sample
(questionnaires) included 382 middle school students chosen through
stratified random sampling. In the qualitative phase, data were analyzed
through open and axial coding using MaxQDA. In the quantitative phase,
regression and path analysis were performed using SPSS and Smart PLS.
The findings identified 397 themes across seven domains: cognitive,
emotional, managerial and skill-based, planning and knowledge, thinking
and ability, individual and personality traits, and attitudes and religious
beliefs. In the quantitative part, based on predefined components derived
from scientific theories, only eight components were confirmed: respect for
others, competitiveness, respect for social values and norms, social
adjustment, personal adjustment, moral courage, honesty, and fairness. In a
general model, it can be stated that individuals’ religious beliefs, practices,
and their families play a significant role in their applied moral well-being.
This is particularly true for individuals with stressful, demanding, and
sensitive jobs, as these conditions can significantly diminish applied ethics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ethics is one of the basic competencies in the
"Table of Detailed Objectives,". It is one of
the core competencies of the principles
governing the curricula of the education
system, with special emphasis placed on
educating students with these two
characteristics. The importance of training
ethics-oriented forces should be sought in
different fields in the educational
environment, including improving
relationships among students, improving the
quality of education, and increasing positive
behaviors in the educational environment.
These are issues that can be implemented
through the application of a system of moral
education in a practical way in the school
environment. It seems that the most
important feature of the field of moral
education in the public formal education
system is the characteristic of avoiding
planning. Therefore, to fill this research gap
and reduce this negative characteristic in the
curriculum of moral education, the present
study can play an important role in the
development and promotion of the
curriculum of moral education, especially in
the secondary education system of Golestan
province.

Objectives

The goal of the present study is to present an
applied model of ethics in the formal and
public education system.

Method: In the current study, a qualitative
approach was used employing the grounded
theory method to present and validate the
applied model of ethics in the formal and
general education system in Golestan
province. The in-depth text interview
method was used to collect data. Interviews
were conducted with teachers and managers
of education and schools in Golestan
province, the output of which was to collect
qualitative data to analyze information and
identify and validate the applied model of
ethics in the educational system. Based on
this, a semi-structured interview was
conducted with 13 managers. The research
population in the quantitative part included
the students of the first secondary school in

Golestan province, and based on the
Cochran formula, the sample size was
estimated to be 383 people. Qualitative data
analysis of the study was done through
thematic analysis in MAXQDA software. In
this plan, the steps of qualitative data
analysis have been done through open
identification and axial identification.
Considering that in this study, the main
dimensions and related components were
identified, in the open identification stage,
the concepts were identified and expanded
according to their characteristics. In the
guantitative part, according to the research
questions, descriptive and inferential
statistics methods were used. In the
inferential method, Kolmogorov-Smirnov
tests, SPSSv software, confirmatory factor
analysis, and average variance from Smart-
PLS were used. In the partial least squares
technique, F2 effect size index, R2
determination coefficient, Q2 index, and
GOF statistic were usually used.

Findings

The results of this study showed that in
relation to the themes of the applied ethics-
oriented model, there are a total of 397
themes in 7 domains, including the cognitive
domain, the emotional domain, the skill and
management domain, the planning and
knowledge domain, the thinking and ability
domain, the individual and personality
domain, and the domain of attitude and
religious beliefs. In the quantitative part
(questionnaire), according to  the
predetermined components based on
scientific theories, only eight components
were confirmed: respect for others, striving
for excellence and competition, seeking
respect for social values and norms, social
compatibility, personal compatibility, moral
courage, honesty, and justice. In connection
with Golestan province's actions, various
things such as planning, setting goals,
achieving ethics, education methods,
enjoining what is good and forbidding what
is bad, creating motivation, interactions, and
responsibility have been introduced to apply
ethical issues and components. Each of these
includes the concepts that are described
separately in the column related to the
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concepts. Also, the results showed that the
independent components examined in the
guestionnaire have a significant relationship
with the variable of the applied ethics model
(dependent). This means that by improving
the above components in the organization,
the implementation rate of the applied ethics
model will increase and improve.

Results

The self-acceptance component was the
strongest predictor of social components and
beliefs and ethics; therefore, those who are
more social, have stronger religious beliefs,
and are more moral, have more acceptance
towards their personality and have higher
practical ethics. Also, the component of
mastery of applied ethics is the strongest
predictor of devotional, family, thinking,
science, and financial components. In other
words, paying attention to religious and
financial actions based on lifestyle and
having a supportive family, and paying
attention to the issue of thinking and science
and valuing it by teachers, increases their
mastery over their surroundings and
ultimately leads to more practical ethics in
them. Religious beliefs as the axis of
lifestyle have a positive role in practical
ethics. In a general pattern, it can be stated
that religious beliefs and practices of
individuals as well as their families play an
important and effective role in the well-
being of their practical ethics, especially for
people who have a sensitive, boring, and
stressful job, and this issue can have a
significant effect on reducing their practical
ethics.

Keywords: ethics, education, ethics-based
model, formal and public education,
secondary school, Golestan province
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