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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the current state of the political education
curriculum at Islamic Azad University. The research was conducted using a
qualitative approach and grounded theory methodology. The study population
included all stakeholders involved in the political education curriculum for
students at Islamic Azad University. Participants were selected purposefully
based on specific criteria. Data were collected through semi-structured
interviews with 14 faculty members teaching political education courses or other
university professors, 10 students, and 5 heads of academic departments. Data
were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding. To ensure validity and
reliability, Lincoln and Guba’s trustworthiness criteria were applied. The results
identified 24 core concepts and 9 main categories. These were structured within
a paradigmatic model, with educational disconnection in the political education
curriculum as the central category. The model included causal conditions (skill
deficiencies, attitudinal weaknesses, environmental challenges); contextual
factors (university management factors, environmental-contextual factors);
facilitating intervening conditions (faculty professional development,
accessibility, university support and infrastructure); constraining intervening
conditions (organizational and environmental challenges, political interference,
individual and operational obstacles); strategies (revising curriculum planning
approaches, designing a strategic plan for applying ICT, adopting incentive
policies, and delegating responsibility); and outcomes (failure to achieve
intended curriculum objectives and inadequate acquisition of political education
competencies).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Higher education as the highest educational
level of the society is of considerable
importance; Because it plays an essential
role in the growth and development of
society in various technological, scientific,
cultural, economic, social and political
dimensions. In this regard, paying attention
to the social and political needs of students
is one of the most important steps of higher
education to achieve its educational goals.
Because students are an important part of
citizens in the field of political and social
activities, and the educational system plays
an essential role in socio-political
developments. Islamic Azad University, as a
large university in the country, which is
responsible for educating a large number of
students in the country, has many programs
in the field of political education of students,
therefore, in this research, we decided to
identify the current state of political
education among the students of Islamic
Azad University.

Research questions

What is the current status of the political
education curriculum in Islamic Azad
University?

Methods

The results of the research show twenty-four
core concepts and nine selected categories,
which in the form of a paradigm model
include educational disruption in the
political education program as a core
category and causal conditions (skill
weakness, attitude weakness, environmental
challenges), contextual factors (university
management factors and environmental-
contextual factors), facilitating intervention
conditions  (professional training and
development of professors, accessibility,
support and foundation of the university),
limiting intervention conditions
(organizational, environmental challenges,
political interference and individual and
executive obstacles), strategies (renew the
approach to curriculum planning, designing
a strategic plan in the field of FAVA
application, use of incentive policies and

assigning responsibility) and consequences
(failure to achieve the intended curriculum
goals and improper acquisition of the
political ~ education curriculum)  were
organized.

Results

The results of the research show twenty-one
core concepts and eight selected categories,
which in the form of a paradigm model
include the neglect of vitality in school
curricula as a core category and causal
conditions (weakness of school
management, Weakness in educational
culture of schools, weakness in social
relations of students), contextual factors
(social-cultural ~ factors, organizational
factors and educational factors), facilitating
intervention  conditions  (personal and
individual factors, content attractiveness of
textbooks, Paying attention to individual
differences and qualitative evaluation),
restrictive intervening conditions (individual
challenges, cultural challenges and school
challenges), strategies (students' interactions
and communication, making the classroom
atmosphere intimate by teachers, paying
attention to active teaching methods,
dynamism of the atmosphere physical) and
the result (increasing depression and
academic frustration) was organized.

Conclusion

According to the results, the participation of
all interested groups should be considered in
the design and development of the political
education curriculum. Pay attention to the
combined approach in the curriculum
planning of political education instead of the
separate approach; The implementation
approaches of the political education
curriculum should be modified and turned to
the approaches that students practice in the
field of political education. Attention should
be paid to the training and retraining of
political education curriculum implementers
and influential factors (teachers) and more
attention should be paid to extraordinary
programs in the field of political education
for students.

Keywords: political education, curriculum,
students, Islamic Azad University
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